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Art Unit: 2879 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
The reply filed on 12/14/2005 consists of changes to the specification, claims, and 

remarks related to the prior rejection of claims in the previous Office Action. The above have 

j 

b;een entered and considered. However, pending claims 1, and 3-8 are not allowable as explained 
below. 



Priority 

I Receipt is acknowledged of a copy of the certified copy of the priority document has 
been received from the International Bureau and has been placed of record in the file. 

j Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
I sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Otani 
(USPN 20030011307; "Otani"). 

Regarding claim 1, Otani shows in figure 8 a plasma display panel comprising: a scan 
electrode (Y) and a sustain electrode (X) that are disposed in parallel with each other on a front 
substrate (10); a data electrode (D) disposed on a back substrate (13) in a direction orthogonal to 
the scan electrode and the sustain electrode, the back substrate being disposed to face the front 
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substrate with a discliarge space therebetween; and a first discharge space (CI) and a second 
discharge space (C2) that are formed between the front substrate and the back substrate by being 

! 

partitioned by a barrier rib (15B), wherein a main discharge cell for performing a discharge with 
the scan electrode, the sustain electrode and the data electrode is formed in the first discharge 
space, a dielectric layer (14) is formed on the back substrate in the second discharge space, a 

priming electrode (30) is disposed on the dielectric layer in a manner to make the priming 

j 

ejectrode parallel to the scan electrode and the sustain electrode, and a priming discharge cell for 
performing a discharge with the scan electrode and the priming electrode is formed in the second 
discharge space. 

Regarding claim 3, Otani shows in figure 8 the barrier rib (1 5B) is formed of a 
longitudinal rib part extending in the direction orthogonal to the scan electrode and the sustain 
electrode, and a lateral rib part for forming a gap part (17) continuous in parallel with the scan 
ejectrode and the sustain electrode, and the gap part forms the second discharge space. 
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i 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

i (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

: such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Otani. 

. Regarding claims 4-8, Otani discloses the plasma display panel (discussed above), but is 

i 

silent to a method of manufacturing the device. 

However, one skilled in the art will recognize that manufacturing such a device will 
comprise the steps of forming a main discharge cell and a priming discharge cell, forming a 
dielectric layer by filling dielectric paste after the barrier rib formation is formed, forming the 

i 

forth electrode by filling with electrode material, and concurrently firing the barrier rib and 
dielectric layer, and these methods are well known in the art. Hence, the structure taught by 
Makino meets Applicant's recited method step limitations. 

: Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to construct the device of Otani with the method of claims 4-8, since the 
method steps are obvious in light of the resultant structure. 

j Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

! 
I 

! 

! 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/505,48 1 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2879 

I Conclusion 

1 Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

i A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
GFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS firom the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J Macchiarolo whose telephone number is (571) 272-2375. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 

I 
j 

supervisor, Nimeshkumar Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2475. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

i 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





JOSEPH WILLIAMS 
PRIMART EXAMINER 



